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Thanks Be To God, who gives us the victory through our Lord, Jesus Christ"  
(I Cor. 15:57) 

                                     Don't just live...live victoriously! 

 
 
 
 Pastor Tom’s Page 
    

Worship Guidelines 
 

 
Now that the CDC has come out with a statement concerning mask wearing and social 
distancing, I think we need to be clear with our congregation concerning requirements and 
changes in worship and office area policies.  There have been extensive conversations with 
the staff and the Congregation Council and we have come up with the following guidelines. 
• We will continue to hold in-person worship on Sundays at 9:30 until September 12th to 

help create the “oneness” we need at this time. 
• Starting September 19th we will assess the pandemic situation as we make decisions for 

in-person Sunday School and moving to 2 worship services (8:30/10:45). 
• Masks will be required in order to enter the office area throughout the week and we will 

re-evaluate again in September. 
• We have opened all rows in the sanctuary to create a greater opportunity for social  
       distancing if desired, or for larger groups to sit together. 
• We will continue to have the offering, bulletins, and communion packets in the narthex 

throughout the summer and we will revisit this again in September. 
• Masks will be required in the church building during worship so that we can continue to 

provide the greatest safety for all our members and visitors and so that we can continue 
to sing along with the hymns. 

• Masks can be removed for reading the lessons and leading the service as a plexiglass 
sheet is up at the pulpit and our leaders are at least 10 feet away from the nearest  

       person.  
• We are all in this together and we need to keep the most vulnerable among us as safe as 

possible.  Thank you all for your patience during this time of uncertainty, and let us focus 
on the reason we worship (to praise our loving God) and not on how we must worship at 
this point in time. 
 
In Christ’s Name, 
 
Pastor Tom 
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 Cancellations    
      The decision has been made to open for in person worship. We opened on Sunday,  
May 2nd , 9:30a.m. for our first in-person worship service since last March.  
      Please watch your emails for information regarding CVLC Online Worship Services on  
Christus Victor’s YouTube channel. 
     Please watch your emails for further information regarding other activities that are 
happening via Zoom or otherwise. 
     If you are planning to come to the church office please call and make an appointment 
first and masks are required. 
     Please watch your emails for any further developments. May God’s peace surround us all 
during this time of uncertainty and tension. 
 
Pastor Tom 

 

Online Giving 
We have had a number of questions about opportunities to continue contributing to CVLC 
when we don’t attend services. One option is to mail your checks to the church (we have a 
secure mailbox) 15600 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34110. Another option is to use our 
E-Giving program as follows: 
 

Go to the CVLC website (www.christusvictorfl.org).  
Click on “Give” (upper right) 
Under “Two Ways to Enroll” click on “online” 
Then indicate the amount you wish to contribute 
Choose the frequency using the drop-down 
Create your Online Profile so that you can easily return to your online account 
Click on “Continue” at bottom left and follow the prompts. 

 

You have the option of having the contributions come directly from your checking account 
(our preference), or you can make contributions via credit card (this option deducts at least 
2.5% from your contribution before it gets to us. 
 

If you have any questions or need assistance with setting up the account, please contact the 
CVLC Treasurer (Doc) at 509-595-7399. 

http://www.christusvictorfl.org
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Sick or Hospitalized? 
Please tell us if you or someone you know in the congregation will be hospitalized or in 
need of a visit as we are not routinely notified by local hospitals when members are  
admitted. The office number is 597-1043.  Prayer for one another is understanding love.   

 

 

     Welcome back to in person worship!!!!! Each week, we continue to make mi-
nor adjustments, to improve the live streaming experience for everyone.  The live 
streaming will start on YouTube at 9:15 on Sunday morning.  If you are unable to 
view the service at that time, a video is available on YouTube after the service.   

I pray that you continue to be safe, hopeful and remember that God the Father is watching 
over each and every one of us.   

An update, M.E.L.S, ((M)en (E)ating (L)earning and (S)upporting), our men’s ministry group 
at Christus Victor, I will tentatively schedule Saturday 7/10/2021 for our first breakfast 
meeting in over a year, details to follow.   

Thank you all, for your kind words and I pray for guidance and look forward to serving the 
members of Christus Victor Lutheran Church.   

Blessings, 
Gerry Benjamin 
Synod Parish Deacon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our next Drive-Through Communion will be held on June 21st from 10:00-11:00a.m. We will 
not be doing the evening Drive-Through anymore. If 10:00-11:00a.m. does not work for you, 
please call the church office, 597-1043, and we can set up a time for you to pick up  
Communion that is convenient for you. 
 

 

 

 

From the Desk of the Synod Parish Deacon 

Monday, June 21st 

10:00a.m. –11:00a.m. 
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Music Notes by Joyce Reitz, Director of Music 
 

 

      
 
 

 

 

 

It is so good and makes me so happy to see all your smiling faces, well, eyes on Sunday 
mornings.  I have always said it is easier to play to a room full of people than to an almost 
empty room! 
 
I feel we are so blessed to be able to be back together again. We have our live stream up 
and working very well and that gives those that are at home and back up north the chance 
to join in on our services.  At this time, we will continue to follow our Bishops guidance on 
how we attend services. The choir is on hiatus for the summer and hopefully when we get to 
October, we may possibly be able to have the full choir again. It all depends on the numbers 
and how the Pandemic goes.  May God continue to bless our congregation as we move  
forward! 

 

 Until next month, keep a song in your hearts!   

Joyce 
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We are sad to report the deaths of Christus Victor members, Elaine Morrison, who passed 
away on Friday, April 2nd and Mary Glass who passed away Saturday, May 8th.  We give 
thanks to God for their lives and rejoice that they have joined the Church Triumphant!  
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Children and Youth: Online Sunday School can be found on our church YouTube channel. 
Please join us as we learn about God’s love in a fun and vibrant way.  The theme for June 
is “Confidence”.  I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living.  — Psalm 27:13 
 
 
Date Bottom Line     Bible Story 
June 6 You can be confident because God loves you. God So Loved the World,  John 3:16 
June 13 God’s plan is the best plan.   Israel Captures Jericho,  Joshua 5:13-6:20 
June 20 God can use you no matter what   Gideon,  Judges 6-8 
June 27 God can do the impossible.   Elijah & the Prophets of Baal,  1 Kings 18:16-46 

 

 
Remember to take time throughout the week to talk to your children about the bottom 
line.  Ask questions, listen to their answers, and be prepared to share your own personal 
story.  At whatever stage of parenting, be intentional about creating moments.  And you 
will soon find yourself living your life as opposed to your life living you.     —Carlos 
Whittaker 
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June 2021 
Senior Ministry – CVLC 

 

Sadly, as we move into the “middle” month of 
2021 the world is still experiencing a great deal of 
trauma.  In a recent article by Ryan Quinn from 
Bread for the World the subject line read:   
Child Hunger has skyrocketed! 
An excerpt from that same article reads like this… 

 

“In the Bible, a plague is often seen as a call to prayer and repentance, and God promises 
to ‘heal the land’ that asks for help and helps people in need (2 Chronicles 7:14). During 

the past year, we have seen firsthand the devastation a virus can wreak on the entire 
world’s population. And in the face of it all, we confront God and ask for God’s healing 

throughout the land.  
 

We have a part to play in this healing, too. Malnutrition is the leading risk factor for death 
among children globally, accounting for 45 percent of all child deaths—yet these losses are 

almost entirely preventable… Child hunger has skyrocketed during the pandemic… Our 
faith calls us to have compassion and stand alongside the poor, women, and children 

throughout the world.” 
 

When we read excerpts like this, we can feel profoundly sad and helpless, but 
if we start small, if we start locally, if we focus and give what we can, we too 
can help God accomplish HIS Will in our community and help those who are  

experiencing hunger… 
 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP…PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SANDWICH DRIVE!   
SENIOR MINISTRY’S Community Food Project 

JUNE 28th - 10:45 AM 
 

Already put together sandwiches can be dropped off in the office  
any time before 11:30 a.m.   

 

If you’d like to join us in making the sandwiches, 
we start at 10:30 am in the kitchen area of the Education Building… 

Bring 2 loaves of bread with you. 
 

 It’s the simplest of sandwiches but having “enough” can mean a great deal to someone 
who has very little to eat!  Thank you to everyone who has been so generously making and 

donating food supplies to this monthly project.   
Many are being fed because of your consistent donations! 



 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes…I know I’m crazy – BUT… 

I was thinking “What about having another 
CVLC Yard Sale in October 2021” ?? 

It might be fun!  

Would you be interested in helping me? Get in touch! 

Email Sherry at seniorministry@cvlcfl.org or call 239-597-1043 

In the meantime, START SAVING ALL YOUR GOOD STUFF!   

– cause I think we’re gonna make it happen! 
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FOOD NEEDS FOR JUNE 
Now that we’re back at church considering bring-

ing in 1 or more of the following items. 
 

     Canned Fruits or Vegetables 

     Spaghetti and Canned Sauce 

     Peanut Butter AND/OR Jelly 

    Noodles, Rice, or Beans 

    Cereal AND Shelf Milk 

    Applesauce or any Individual Fruit Cup 

               All items can be put into the Grocery Carts in the Outreach Room. 

   THANKS FOR HELPING THE COMMUNITY! 

 

                                                                    
        
LOVE TO READ?   
HAVE YOU READ SOMETHING  
WONDERFUL? 
Come and Share! 
BOOK CLUB EVENT 
Tuesday, June 29th @ 1:00 pm  

IN THE Kitchen Area of the Education Building 

Come Prepared to discuss a book that you have already read: 

Why did you like it? …or not like it! Share a bit about what the book was all about. 

It doesn’t have to be long and complicated, just a bit of a “BOOK REPORT” on something 

you’ve read.  Each person will get a few moments to share! 

COME AND JOIN US  You might hear about something wonderful to read this summer!! 
 

FOR THE FUTURE…  Summer Book Club Reading:  Tuesday, July 27th at 1 pm  
Run by Ann Patchett  [The Book Club has read “The Dutch House” by Ann Patchett and 

we’re trying another of her books.  JOIN US!!] 
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SUMMER FUN… 
PUZZLES.   We have quite a nice collection of puzzles donated by individuals who have 
“brought one and took one”.   If you are in the market for something fun and solitary to 
do, make your way to the church and help yourself to one!  We have all sizes from 300 to 
2,000 pieces with a nice variety of picture options.  We’d love to share with you! 
 

MAH JONGG.  I have deeply missed our sessions this year, but if you want to enjoy a good 
game online there are 2 websites that provide you with a decent game, and if nothing else 
will help you practice with the new card! 
www.myjongg.com:  -Allows you to play 8 free games per day.   
www.realmahjongg.com:  -Is a 14-day free trial website [no credit card required for the 
trial period] and then just $5.99 / month.   
 

BOOKS.  We have started a lending library of novels and would love to continue to help it 
grow.  If you are interested in reviewing what novels we have, come down to the church 
some time when the office is open, and you’re welcome to peruse them!  You’ll find the 
start of our “Novel Library” in the large gathering space of the Education Building.  Drop a 
few off [please - relatively current novels only] and take a few back! 
 

SEWING PROJECTS.   The Senior Resident facilities as well as other facilities, around our 
area are always looking for a few Adult Bibs, Lap Quilts, Sensory Pads, Soap Sacks, and 
regular size children’s quilts.  If you have some time this summer, pull out that sewing ma-
chine and sew up a few items for our community.  Contact Sherry if you need more infor-
mation! 
 

GO FOR A WALK.  It may be a bit warm, but it’s good to get out into the fresh air and na-
ture – walk and have a talk with God!  Looking for a different place?  Come over and walk 
around the Victory Park Lake – there’s a great deal of small animals, beautiful trees, and 
several places to stop, sit, and pray.   
 

WRITE A FRIEND OR LOVE ONE.  Who doesn’t love to get something [anything] in their 
mailbox that’s not a bill or an advertisement?  Make some time to sit down and write a 
good old fashion letter – it doesn’t have to be long.  Just let someone know that you’re 
thinking of them = it will most certainly make their day!  
 

START A NEW HOBBY.  YouTube is full of different things to try out.  It’s the perfect time 
to put in a few key words and see what comes up.  It could be a craft, learning about a col-
lection, or just being interested in a new topic = regardless, it will open your mind and 
give you the opportunity to learn something new. 
 

http://www.myjongg.com
http://www.realmahjongg.com
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JUNE IS CATARACT AWARENESS MONTH! 
Prevent Blindness America has declared  
June as Cataract Awareness Month.  
Cataracts are the leading cause of vision loss in 
the United States, and it is the leading cause of 
blindness in the world. There are 24 million 
Americans over the age of 40 who are affected 
by cataracts, so it seems fitting that an entire month should be dedicated to education and 
awareness. 
 
 

What are cataracts? 
A cataract is a clouding of the natural lens of your eye that causes your vision to appear ha-
zy. Cataracts happen gradually as your eyes get older, and the natural lens will eventually 
need to be removed and replaced with an artificial intraocular lens in order for you to see 
clearly. 

 

What are the symptoms of cataracts?   Symptoms of cataracts include: 
•Clouded, blurred, or dim vision 

•Reduced quality of night vision 

•Light sensitivity 
•Difficulty reading 

•Fading of colors 
Double vision in a single eye 
 
What are some causes?    Factors associated with cataract development are: 
Aging    Family history    Diabetes    Injury to the eye including excessive exposure to sunlight     
Past surgery to the eye    Long- term use of steroid medications   Smoking   Obesity    
High blood pressure    Alcohol abuse    Radiation 
 
The first cataract treatment is ensuring adequate eye protection. Parents should encourage 
their children, even infants, to wear sunglasses and other forms of eye protection. Wearing 
wide-brimmed hats and visors have long been suggested to block ultraviolet sunlight. Work-
ers with hazardous occupations should always wear protective shielding and eye protection. 
If you smoke or drink, find ways to stop or significantly moderate your consumption.  If it’s 
been a while, get your eyes checked regularly! 
 
 
 

http://preventblindness.org/
http://yoursightmatters.com/cataracts/
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WANT TO PLAY A GAME? 
 

Write me at seniorministry@cvlcfl.org and let me know if you can figure out 
these Brainteasers AND Word Scrambles =  
#1: 
              222DAY  
   
#2: 
              FUNNY     FUNNY 
WORDS  WORDS  WORDS  WORDS 
 

#3 
ROWLFE _______________________ 
SARGS _______________________ 
PILUT             _______________________ 
TERFUBYLT _______________________ 
NISHUSEN _______________________ 

 

Enjoy a wonderful and peaceful month of June! 

mailto:seniorministry@cvlcfl.org
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CAMPERSHIP FUND      
 
Dear Christus Victor Church Family, 
 
Well, it isn’t too soon to be thinking about the youth of our Church going off to Luther 
Springs Church Camp this summer.  If you would like to help our Elementary, Junior High 
and Senior High youth attend Camp this summer at Luther Springs, you can.   
     Just make out a check to Christus Victor Lutheran Church and put Campership Fund on 
the commentary line at the bottom of your check. 
     Thank you all in advance for adding a great opportunity to form Christian Lives within our 
Church Family. 
 
Virtual Hugs, 
Kim Olson 
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    Blood pressure is no joke! 
 

We encourage EVERYONE to monitor your blood  
pressure.  Make sure to get some exercise in your    

day and strive to eat as healthy as possible! 
                God wants us to treat our bodies like the temple they are. 

Visit Christus Victors YouTube channel to view our  
worship services. Please copy and paste the link below 
into your browser. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGS9TN9p5QWOIMlE0mGCCdw 

Thank you Stephen Stidinger for the wonderful and informative postings on the  
Christus Victor Facebook page!!! Now all the congregation has to do is. . .    

AND 

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your 
journey, offering a faith reflection every day.  
Encounter God’s extravagant, boundless and 
often surprising grace by signing up for a daily 
email message. Please copy and paste the link 
below into your browser. You can also download 
the newly updated app for your IOS and Android  
devices.   https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
blog/category/daily-grace 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E3O4yvlAc97E17KE5J8tjIQEik9_2osl9MVJhXd3WGZVZFTtgiSQO62TKLs-Nx2rfevW3_0rqYim1AsCCzgL86SGmsKRkBvjFoalu63J_CBwrwmyDLyyEiSmte9kACoQ_gluZLjR71w1DuwXX0hpHA9zPS0DOKg8XrfVGeZXV3xlRlTx2Dn2nii6vFZ0uBuZBK9AgN4SKZUlw5EFJVAhuUtEjyWwqZZx0zHy
https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
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 1    Teaker Harris, Jr. 
             Marge Starke 
3 Bud Beverung 
4        Rita Lee 
5        Rand Highley 
             Jim Muckerheide 
6       John Preston 
7       Walt Koziol 
11       Louise Shelton 
             Sheila Buenzle 
16       Kathryn Ivanovich 
             Karen Muckerheide 
     
  

 17       Bruce Palmer  
 18       Lilly Robinson       
 21       David Chinn 
 24       Margery Winsett 
             Doug Sweet 
 26        Susan O’Brien 
 30        Dawn King 
             Linda Ruhl 
             Dave Sparks 
  

 
    
 
          

 
      
 
 

   
     
                         

     June 

A very Happy Birthday to each and 
every one of you! May the year ahead 
be filled with wonderful memories to 
cherish, and opportunities to serve 
God wherever He places them. 
 

If your birthday is incorrect or  
missing, please contact the church 
office (597-1043) so we can change or 
update our records. Thank you. 
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for July 
is 

June 23rd 

John Butcher 
fdccollect@aol.com 
President  
Jim Helle 
hellejim@gmail.com 
Vice President 
Ginny Engler 
vme913@aol.com 
Administrative Liaison 
Carol Benjamin 
cabenja46@gmail.com  
Secretary 

Teaker Harris, Jr.  
Property 
Janice Lorimer 
janice@keystosuccess1.com 
Spiritual Ministries 
Pastor Tom Slater 
pastorslater@cvlcfl.org 
Paul Bartholomew 
 poja2@aol.com 
 Associate Member  Rep. 
  
        

CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES  

https://cvlcfl.breezechms.com/people/view/11124902#
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SHARING CHRIST THAT ALL MIGHT LIVE VICTORIOUSLY!! 
 

Sunday Worship Services –  9:30a.m. 
 
Church Office Hours –        Monday thru Thursday    8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
                                                Friday                                  Office closed 
                
                       Phone (239)597-1043  Fax (239) 597-6028 
                             Web page: www.christusvictorfl.org   
                                E-mail: ChristusVictor@cvlcfl.org 
 

THE REV. THOMAS J. SLATER, PASTOR  
cell - 239-450-0699 

 
 

 
 

         Dawn King                                       Joyce Reitz                                Susan O’Brien                   
  Office Administrator                       Director of Music               Director of Education & Youth  
 
        Sherry Slater                                                                                        Gerry Benjamin  
 Director of Senior Ministries                                                              Synod Parish Deacon 


