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Thanks Be To God, who gives us the victory through our Lord, Jesus Christ"
(I Cor. 15:57)
Don't just live...live victoriously!

“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY!”
This was the question Jesus’ disciples asked of him. We heard the question and
Jesus’ answer in last Sunday’s (24 July) Gospel, Luke 11.1-13, that of the Lord’s Prayer (Luke’s
account which is different from that recorded in Matthew 6.9-13).
The Sermon noted that the focus for our prayer is summarized by ACTS: Adoration,
Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. Before we state what we’re asking for (i.e.,
Supplication, our intercessions), we first acknowledge God as the source of all – Adoration;
acknowledge that we are not worthy to come before God without our Confession, i.e.,
clearing the slate of where we have failed; that for which we are grateful, our Thanksgiving.
Then, and only then, are we prepared to make our concerns known – Supplication.
Because prayer IS communication, between God and us, it involves speaking and
listening, listening and speaking. Listening includes to ourselves, that for which we are
asking/praying.
And when we pray, it is in community! We don’t pray solely for our sometimes (often
times?) selfish selves, but for our baptized “sisters-and-brothers” – we who are Jesus’
present-day disciples!
That being said, for the 4 weeks and Sundays in August, we are going “to BE”
PRAY-ing for Pr. Walt! What will we be praying for? His primary pastoral responsibilities as
the Called Pastor of Christus Victor Lutheran Church.
Each week we will pray for his Spirit-filled strength “to preach, teach, celebrate the
Sacraments, and provide pastoral care”! And each of the 4 pastoral responsibilities will
include one or more of the biblical references of Jesus, to help us focus our prayer, for Pr.
Walt AND one another.
Stay tuned!
PAX! Pr. Gary LaCroix, CVLC Interim Pastor
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Welcome Picnic for Pastor Walt & Katie
September 18, 2022
More details to follow!!

VISA GIFT CARD
Dear CVLC Church Family,
Upon the arrival of Pastor Walt and Katie, we as a congregation would like to present
them with a Visa Gift Card. This way, they will be able to stock their pantry, do home
improvements, or dine out while getting settled. If you would like to participate in this
gift giving, please do the following:

***Put a check or cash into an envelope marked Pastor Walt’s and Katie’s Gift. Please
make the check out to Christus Victor Lutheran Church and put on the Memo Line Pastor
Walt’s and Katie’s Gift.***
Thanks in advance for your participation in this welcoming gift!
Prayers, John Butcher, Council President
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Music Notes by Joyce Reitz, Director of Music

Hi Everyone,
I hope you are all enjoying your summer. I want to thank Greg Olson for playing Trombone with me on July 3rd and the choir for singing during communion on the 17th. Most of
the choir will be on vacation off and on in August and I will be away from the 8th to the 18th.
Becky Rife will be subbing for me and she plays organ and piano well. You will enjoy her,
she also has a great sense of humor. She had attended our service to get a feel of how we
do things and she was impressed with the church and people. So, be sure and great her on
the 14th of August. She will be helping me from time to time and I am so happy to have
someone I can call to help us.
Please be sure and thank Pr. Gary for all he is doing to help us in the interim till Pr. Walt
arrives.
I also, once again, want to thank everyone for their prayers. I am doing better and I feel
good. Still will be awhile till completely healed. So, I do appreciate your continued prayers.
Until next month, keep a song in your hearts, Joyce
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2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly meets under the theme
“Embody the Word”
CHICAGO (July 18, 2022) — Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
will gather for the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly Aug. 8-12 at the Greater Columbus
Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio. Meeting under the theme “Embody the Word,” the
assembly will participate in plenary discussions to make decisions about the work of this
church. They will also spend time in worship and Bible study.
The triennial gathering — the highest legislative body of the denomination — will be
composed of more than 900 voting members serving on behalf of the 3.3 million members
of the ELCA. The ELCA’s 65 synods elect voting members to serve at churchwide assemblies.
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton will open the assembly on Tuesday, Aug. 9, with a
land acknowledgment noting that the gathering is taking place on the original and ancestral
homelands of the Shawnee, Miami and Kaskaskia peoples. Tribal leaders from the Miami
Nation will bring welcome to the assembly.
The assembly will then commemorate the 35th anniversary of the ELCA, which was formed
when the ELCA constitution was adopted during the opening session of the Constituting
Convention in Columbus on April 30, 1987. The church was formed from a merger of the
American Lutheran Church, the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and the
Lutheran Church in America.
The day will include a nonlegislative session to offer a public apology to Iglesia Luterana
Santa María Peregrina and a public commitment to anti-racism. This is in response to recent
events in this church that have caused harm to people, communities and the whole body of
Christ.
In other key assembly action, voting members will:
• Elect a vice president. The position of vice president is the highest a layperson can hold
in the ELCA. Carlos Peña is serving as interim vice president following the death of Bill Horne
last August. Horne was elected vice president by the 2016 Churchwide Assembly.
(continued on next page)
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• Approve budget proposals for the 2023, 2024 and 2025 fiscal years.
Vote on amendments to the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the ELCA.
Voting members will also receive:
•

A report from the presiding bishop and officers of the ELCA.

•

The first public in-person announcement of “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America to American Indian and Alaska Native People” and an update on the
work of the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery Task Force. The declaration is a direct
result of the social policy resolution adopted by the 2016 Churchwide Assembly.

•

A presentation by Fawn Sharp, president of the National Congress of American
Indians.

•

Proposals (known as memorials) from the ELCA’s 65 synods that address social justice
issues and matters relating to the structure of the ELCA, including greenhouse gas
reduction; gun violence; LGBTQIA+ welcome; pastoral counseling as a result of changes to
Roe v. Wade; the land back movement; ELCA governance restructure; specialized ministries
and on leave from call status; and review and revision of the ELCA social statement Human
Sexuality: Gift and Trust, adopted by the 2009 Churchwide Assembly.

•

Greetings from ecumenical and inter-religious guests, global partners and others.

The ELCA has established the following COVID-19 health and safety protocols for all
assembly participants:
• Regardless of vaccination status, a self-administered rapid test is strongly encouraged no
more than three days before departure for the assembly. Those who test positive for
COVID-19 are asked to remain at home.
• Attendees must provide proof of being fully vaccinated for COVID-19. Unvaccinated
individuals must provide upon arrival a negative test result taken one to three days
prior to traveling to the assembly.
• N95, KN95, KF94 or medical procedure (surgical) masks must be worn while inside the convention center and attending worship. Exceptions will be made for those speaking at a microphone so that listeners with hearing impairments will be able to lip-read. Surgical masks
will be provided to all attendees.
Live video of the plenary sessions will be accessible at elca.org/CWA-2022.
About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with nearly 3.3
million members in more than 8,900 worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our hands.,” the ELCA emphasizes the
saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the
world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther.
For information contact: Candice Hill Buchbinder, Public Relations Manager, 773-380-2877
Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org
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Christus Victor has returned to two services
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Worship Updates
· Masks are optional at all worship services.
· Please sign up for Ushers, Greeters and Communion Assistants.
Sign up sheets are in the lobby.
· We will offer bread / wine for communion with the option to use the pre-packaged communion
sets if you so choose.

Sick or Hospitalized?
Please tell us if you or someone you know in the congregation will be hospitalized or in
need of a visit as we are not routinely notified by local hospitals when members are
admitted. The office number is 597-1043. Prayer for one another is understanding love.
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PRAYER IS COMMUNICATION!
And YOU can help! – both your baptized sisters-and-brothers who are Christus Victor
Lutheran Church AND Pr. Walt!
Crucial to the life of any congregation is COMMUNICATION! As I’ve shared previously in
my role as CVLC’s Interim Pastor: “There’s NO UNITY in comm-UNITY without
COMMUNICATION!”
The fact that you are reading this article is one part of CVLC’s communication process,
the Sunday bulletin announcements. Another informal means of the congregation’s
communication is the exchange among members, one-on-one, telephone, email, Facebook, you
choose your favorite means.
Prayer IS our primary communication with God. Being that it is communication, it’s twoway, both speaking and listening. And it’s the “speaking” that I want to address.
Several weeks ago, I noted that your Staff wanted to facilitate the Prayer List so that it’s
timely. We noted that names of persons to be included would be listed for 3 weeks. Those
names would be extended for another 3 weeks IF it was requested. Otherwise, the names
would be removed.
The 3 weeks since that article was first printed has now ended. The Prayer List now includes the names to be extended AND additional names added that have been communicated
to Dawn King, Office Administrator – 239.597.1043 or christusvictor@cvlcfl.org – by 12:00 noon
on Wednesday.
And a big “Thank you!” to all who have added names each Sunday to the list on the
narthex podium at the sanctuary entrance prior to worship! This is most helpful for the persons
serving as the Assisting Minister, to me as the Interim Pastor, and WILL BE for Pr. Walt when he
begins his Pastoral Ministry on 1 September.

PAX! Pr. Gary LaCroix, Interim Pastor

Prayer Chain Box
A new addition to the narthex is a silver box boasting the
name “Prayers for the Prayer Chain.” It is on the table
under the TV. The prayer chain is a group at Christus
Victor who prays, individually, for concerns that have
come to their attention. This is not the same as the
Prayers of the People which are read aloud during
service. These would stay private within the groups
chosen:
[ ] Pastor for private prayer [ ] Prayer Chain
[ ] Prayers of the People (Public)
Please see forms that are along side of the box. You may still sign the sheet that is on the
podium as you enter the sanctuary on Sunday to be read on Sunday for Prayers of the
People (Public). Both will be monitored on Monday mornings for new additions.
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Online Giving
We have had a number of questions about opportunities to continue contributing to CVLC
when we don’t attend services. One option is to mail your checks to the church (we have a
secure mailbox) 15600 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34110. Another option is to use our
E-Giving program as follows:
Go to the CVLC website (www.christusvictorfl.org).
Click on “Give” (upper right)
Under “Two Ways to Enroll” click on “online”
Then indicate the amount you wish to contribute
Choose the frequency using the drop-down
Create your Online Profile so that you can easily return to your online account
Click on “Continue” at bottom left and follow the prompts.
You have the option of having the contributions come directly from your checking account
(our preference), or you can make contributions via credit card (this option deducts at least
2.5% from your contribution before it gets to us.
If you have any questions or need assistance with setting up the account, please contact
CVLC Treasurer (Doc) at 509-595-7399.
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Children and Youth: Online Sunday School can be found on our church YouTube channel. Please
join us as we learn about God’s love in a fun and vibrant way. Follow CVLC on Facebook for talking
points about the theme throughout the week.
The theme for August is Epic: A Love Story for the Ages, with a life application of Love: showing
others how much the matter to you. Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that
He loved us and sent His Son to give His life to pay for our sins.
—1 John 4:10
Date

Bottom Line

Bible Story

Aug 7
Aug 14
Aug 21
Aug 28

Love God by loving others
God made us to take care of each other
God loves us no matter what
God has a plan to show love to the world

The Greatest Commandment; Matthew 22:34-40
Creation; Genesis 1-2
The Fall; Genesis 3
God Chooses Abram; Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6

Remember to take time throughout the week to talk to your children about the bottom line. Ask
questions, listen to their answers, and be prepared to share your own personal story. This is an
opportunity to help your children see how they can live out their faith in their lives. Kids are really
great at copying what they see, so let them see how you show God’s love to others!

Sunday School will resume on September 11! In the meantime, you can watch the videos online.
Have a great summer!!!

Volunteering is a
Work of Heart!
Are you ready to have your efforts echo
into the future?
We are looking for dedicated volunteers
for 2022-2023 who would like to help our
CVLC children learn more about their
Lutheran faith.
If you would like to teach, help, or be a
substitute, please contact Susan O’Brien
susanobrien@cvlcfl.org or 239-597-1043
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SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF
September 11
We have classes for ages 3 years old to adult
9:30-10:30 on Sunday mornings.
Adults meet in the Adult Meeting Room
Parents meet in the Parent Resource Room
Children and youth meet in the Fellowship room for
fun and games and to reconnect with your church
friends!
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Peanut Butter & Jelly Day
Monday, August 15th 10:30a.m.
Volunteers continue work for Senior meal prep for Café of Life, 3rd Monday of each
month at 10:30a.m.
On July 18th, Lavinia Hall led a group of volunteers in the CVLC kitchen to prepare 24 meals
(including extra peanut butter and jelly sandwiches), as well as pack them with several
personal items and/or paper goods, for seniors through Café of Life in Bonita Springs.
Last month’s helpers included Betty Wilson (salad), John Kraft (entrée), Linda Music (fruit
& dessert), Becky Marries, Linda Hope, Leslie Thompson, Bertha Chinn, June McCarthy,
Irma Hubbard, Marjorie Winsett and Gisela Grindle. This was a great turnout so we (and
Lety Santos of Café of Life) thank all of you!
August’s meal prep and packout will be Monday, August 15. Fran Chinn will be
preparing the entrée/fruit/dessert and Cindy Behrens will be bringing the salads.
Other volunteers are welcome to just “show up” on August 15 from 10:30-11:30 in the
kitchen area to:

--help prepare peanut butter and jelly sandwiches (please bring two loaves of bread).
Or you can make them at home and drop them off in the CVLC kitchen before 11:15am.
--help pack the 24 bags of meals and miscellaneous items.
Senior meal prep sessions will continue the 3rd Monday of each month (August 15, Sept
19, October 17, November 21)
(continued on next page)
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Christus Victor

Tuesday, August 30th 1:00 p.m.
in the Adult Classroom in the Administration Bldg.
All readers are welcome!
The CVLC August Book Club Selection is Ordinary Grace by William Kent Kreuger.
The August meeting of the Book Club will be on Tuesday, August 30 at 1:00 PM in the
meeting room of the Administration Building across from the church building.
All readers are welcome to attend and encouraged to bring a friend.
This award-winning author sets this story in Minnesota in the early 1960s. Twelve year old
Frank Drum begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any teenage boy, but
when tragedy unexpectedly strikes his family—which includes his Methodist minister
father; his passionate, artistic mother; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-beyond-hisyears kid brother—he finds himself thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, adultery,
and betrayal, suddenly called upon to demonstrate a maturity and gumption beyond his
years.

Told from Frank’s perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a
brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to
understand a world that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel
about discovering the terrible price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God.
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Pair’s ‘n Spares Event
A meal at the Boathouse Bar & Grill on a Friday night!
A good time was had by all!!!
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August’s meal prep and packout will be Monday, August 15. Fran Chinn will be preparing
the entrée/fruit/dessert and Cindy Behrens will be bringing the salads.
Other volunteers are welcome to just “show up” on August 15 from 10:30-11:30 in the
kitchen area to:
--help prepare peanut butter and jelly sandwiches (please bring two loaves of bread). Or
you can make them at home and drop them off in the CVLC kitchen before 11:15am.
--help pack the 24 bags of meals and miscellaneous items.
Senior meal prep sessions will continue the 3rd Monday of each month (August 15, Sept 19,
October 17, November 21)
We need volunteers for entrées (lasagna, shepherd’s pie, etc.), salad, whole fruit, and for
24 meals for September, October and November.
Please let Paige Giannetti (paigegiannetti@gmail.com) or Lavinia Hall
(Lhall99940@aol.com) know if you are willing to help with any of the food items above or
to help pack the 24 bags. Thank you!

Linda Hope, Linda Musick, Marjorie Winsett, and Leslie Thompson smile after they’ve
helped prepare and pack a meal and personal items for 24 seniors for pick up by
Cafe of Life.
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Matthew 25:35-40: “‘For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.
I needed clothes and you clothed me.
I was sick and you looked after me.
I was in prison and you visited me.’”
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink? When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in or needing clothes and clothe you?
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ “
Do you know of anyone in our Church Family who is in need or who would enjoy a home
cooked meal? Anybody from the Church Family recuperating from surgery, illness, or grief
at home? Who lives alone and would enjoy a meal prepared lovingly for you on occasion?
Well, our Church Family has a program entitled Meals of Mercy that will HELP! Not only
will a meal be prepared with love by one of the volunteers, but it will also be delivered to
the home of the person in need. This program is designed to feed and nourish all members
not only by providing physical food, but by providing Spiritual food as well. Just imagine
that while recovering, grieving, or living alone, someone caring for you and visiting you
with a home cooked meal.
If you know of anyone or if you are a person in need, please contact the church office at
239-597-1043 or by e-mail christusvictor@cvlcfl.org or contact Kim Olson, 239-776-1655 or
by e-mail kimaolson56@gmail.com (Please let us know if a special diet is necessary.)

Meals of Mercy is in need of volunteers to make casseroles!! If anyone is
interested in making a home cooked meal for those in need in our Church
Family, please sign up in the narthex. Thank you!
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Caring & Sharing Room

(Across from the Café)
Don’t forget to visit the Caring and Sharing Room to
donate Books for Our Troops, donate clothing, take or
leave a puzzle, and help the environment by
recycling your used eye glasses, empty ink jets, can
lids, cell phones and beverage lid tabs and place in
bins in the Caring & Sharing Room. Thank you!

Support Christus Victor every time you shop on Amazon, at no extra cost to you! When
you shop at AmazonSmile, it doesn’t cost you any more and Amazon will donate 0.5% of
your purchase to Christus Victor!
Use this link to make sure that you are donating to us:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1721010
Or you can go to smile.amazon.com , click “Get Started”, and search for Christus Victor
Lutheran Church. There are several churches with our name, so please make sure that
you look for the one in Naples, Florida.
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Calling All Crafters!
Christus Victor is continuing to provide items for nursing and memory care homes.
You can help to bring kindness and happiness to someone’s sunset years.
Are you handy at sewing, knitting or crocheting, or quilting? You can help the less fortunate. Not a crafty person? Your donation of a monetary gift for supplies would also be
greatly appreciated.

Items requested by the facilities are neck pillows, adult bibs, lap blankets, shawls, and
memory activity mats. Materials (already cut for you) and directions are available in the
Caring and Sharing Room for your convenience. There is also a nice selection of yarn.
Your finished projects can be returned to the Carin and Sharing Room located across from
the Café. Thank you for helping the less fortunate with your time and talents.
Happy Sewing/Knitting/Crocheting/Quilting to all!!
For more details contact Linda Hanson lhsells@yahoo.com 239-777-1128 or Sandy Goddard sandygoddard@aol.com 231-388-4377.
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Great opportunities to help others seldom come,
but small ones surround us every day. …Sally Koch
LET’S HELP THE COMMUNITY!
There are many organizations we donate to that are in need of unexpired
canned food items of any type!! Vegetables, Fruits, Soups, Meats, and
Complete Meal Cans like Spaghetti or Beefaroni.
They could also use any type of full-size Cleaning and Personal Care
Products you could donate.
Likewise, paper products like Kleenex, Toilet Paper, and Paper Towels.
Items can be brought into the church during the week, or feel free to bring
them on Sunday Mornings and put them in the Grocery Cart in the
Caring & Sharing Room across from the Café.
Thanks so much for anything you can contribute!

The meaning of life is to find your gift.
The purpose of life is to give it away. …Pablo Picasso
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Thank you Stephen Stidinger for the wonderful and informative postings on the
Christus Victor Facebook page!!! Now all the congregation has to do is. . .

AND

Visit the Christus Victor YouTube channel to view our
worship services. Please copy and paste the link below
into your browser.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGS9TN9p5QWOIMlE0mGCCdw

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your
journey, offering a faith reflection every day.
Encounter God’s extravagant, boundless and
often surprising grace by signing up for a daily
email message. Please copy and paste the link
below into your browser. You can also download
the newly updated app for your IOS and Android
devices. https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
blog/category/daily-grace

Blood pressure is no joke!
We encourage EVERYONE to monitor your blood
pressure. Make sure to get some exercise in your
day and strive to eat as healthy as possible!
God wants us to treat our bodies like the temple they are.
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THE FOOD COLLECTION for the month of August is canned
spaghetti. Please leave your donations in the grocery cart
in the Caring & Sharing Room and thank you for your
continued support.

August
1
2
6
7
12
14
16
18

Gisela Heiny
David Hengel
Kathy Savela
David Peluchette
Taylor LaMure
Sean Engler
Zachary Walker
Abigail Kennedy
Kay Taylor
Gisela Grindle
Christoffer Engler
Wes Johnson
Judy Boucher
Joey Camacho

20
22

25
26
28
29
30
31

Eugene Close
Rosie Glendenning
Dan Riddle
Jordan Ruhl
Michael DeVito
Carolyn Helgason
James Mennen
Dede Morrison
Bob Hughes
Lacie Ruhl
Merma Harris
Lola Palmer

A very Happy Birthday to each and
every one of you! May the year ahead
be filled with wonderful memories to
cherish, and opportunities to serve
God wherever He places them.

If your birthday is incorrect or
missing, please contact the church
office (597-1043) so we can change or
update our records. Thank you.
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

for September
is August 17th

John Butcher
fdccollect@aol.com
President
Jim Helle
hellejim@gmail.com
Vice President
Richard Dougherty
treasurer@cvlcfl.org
Ginny Engler
vme913@aol.com
Administrative Liaison
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Nancy Linzmeyer
linz@centurytel.net
Secretary
Teaker Harris, Jr.
Property
Paul Bartholomew
poja2@aol.com
Associate Member Rep.

SHARING CHRIST THAT ALL MIGHT LIVE VICTORIOUSLY!!
Sunday Worship Services – 8:30a.m & 10:45a.m. through January 2nd
8:00a.m.; 9:30a.m. & 11:00a.m. beginning January 9th
Church Office Hours –

Monday thru Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Friday
Office closed
Phone (239)597-1043 Fax (239) 597-6028
Web page: www.christusvictorfl.org
E-mail: ChristusVictor@cvlcfl.org

Rev. Gary LaCroix
Interim Pastor
Dawn King
Office Administrator

Joyce Reitz
Director of Music
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Susan O’Brien
Director of Education & Youth

